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Hits of the Week

May 30 to June 13, 2005

NIBIN Branch, Firearms Programs Division, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

Week of 5/30:

The Minneapolis (MN) Police Department linked a firearm recovered from a robbery suspect to ballistic evidence
recovered at the scene of a homicide by using the NIBIN system. Minneapolis Police were called to the scene of a
shooting at afood store where they found a victim dead from gunshot wounds. Investigating officers located several
spent cartridge casings at the scene and submitted them for entry into NIBIN. Less than three months later,
Minneapolis police officers were on routine patrol when they were flagged down by a group of people. Asthe
police pulled up, two cars sped away and one of the witnesses told the officers that the driver of one of the carstried
to rob them at gunpoint. Police chased the suspect vehicle and apprehended the driver after he wasinvolved in a
traffic accident. The officers found two handguns inside the suspect vehicle. They also learned that the suspect had
an accomplice who threw his gun into the suspect’ s car and ran away from the scene of the attempted robbery when
police arrived. Thetwo firearms were test fired and imaged into NIBIN, which resulted in one of the gunslinking to
the ballistic evidence recovered in the homicide at the food store. Both suspects were arrested and charged with
Armed Rabbery and Assault with a Dangerous Weapon. One of the suspects was a so charged with the homicide.

Week of 6/6:

The Alameda County (CA) Sheriff’s Office Laboratory linked a pistol seized by Hayward (CA) Police during a
traffic stop to ballistic evidence recovered in association with an armed carjacking a month earlier in Union City
(CA). Officersfrom the Union City Police Department responded to areport of an armed carjacking and spoke with
the two victims who told police they were leaving a movie theater and heading to their vehicle when three suspects
in acar stopped near them. Two of the suspects got out of the car and demanded money and the keys to the victims
pick-up truck at gunpoint. The owner of the vehicle complied and the suspects drove off with the carjacked vehicle.
Four days later officers from the Hayward Police Department responded to areport of a parked stolen vehicle, which
was the pick-up truck carjacked in Union City. Police located several spent shell casings inside the pick-up and
submitted them to the Alameda County Sheriff’s Crime Laboratory for imaging into NIBIN. A month later, officers
from the Hayward Police Department were on routine patrol when they saw avehicle violate a traffic law. While
speaking with the two occupants of the vehicle, the officers saw a pistol on the floor behind the driver’s seat. The
passenger of the vehicle told police the gun was his, and it was discovered he was a convicted felon. Hewas
arrested and charged with firearms violations. The pistol was submitted to the Alameda County Lab for test firing
and entry into NIBIN, which resulted in a match to the shell casings found in the carjacked pick-up truck.

Week of 6/13:

Using the NIBIN system, the Maricopa County (AZ) Sheriff’s Office linked a pistol recovered at the scene of an
armed home invasion robbery to ballistic evidence recovered by the Mesa (AZ) Police Department at the scene of an
aggravated assault four months earlier. Mesa Police responded to acall for an aggravated assault where four victims
said they were walking down the street when they were confronted by two unidentified suspects. The suspects
produced a handgun and began to shoot at the victims. The victims were unharmed and were able to provide police
with detailed descriptions of the suspects. Police recovered several spent cartridge casings at the scene and
submitted them for entry into NIBIN at the Mesa Police Department Laboratory. Four months later a Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Deputy responded to areport of a suspicious vehicle and discovered an armed home invasion
robbery in progress. Three suspects were arrested as they were in the process of taking alarge number of firearms
from the victim’sresidence. Two handguns were recovered from the suspects. The handguns were test fired and
imaged into the NIBIN system at the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, which resulted in one of the handguns being
linked to the aggravated assault in Mesa.



